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January 2019, Bovey Class 

 

Dear Parent or Carer,  

Welcome back to school following the Christmas break. I hope you and your family 

had a good time during the holiday and wish you all a wonderful 2020!  

 

Firstly, I would like to thank you for all your support last term; particularly with the 

Christmas performances. Through the collections at the end of the performances and 

Christmas Jumper day we were able to raise money for the charity ‘Mind’. 

 

A new year often brings new resolutions and with this in mind, we will continue to set 

very high expectations of all members of Bovey class this term. We are excited about 

the progress that was made last term but intend to build on the steps made in all 

aspects of learning so that your child can make accelerated progress in the days to 

come. We will be encouraging the children to focus on their learning through 

developing understanding of how our brains work and how this relates to the work we 

have already undertaken around Growth Mindset. 

 

Your children have already shown that they are developing many of the characteristics 

of being a ‘good learner’ through the way they ‘grapple’ with their learning. As we 

continue to work together, we feel sure that their understanding of what learning 

‘looks like’ will develop further as they meet new challenges this Spring.  

During the afternoons, we will be introducing a new, dynamic curriculum and instead 

of class assemblies, we will be inviting you in to school on Thursday 13th February at 

2.15pm to join in with our ‘Key Stage 1 Carnival’. Here you will get to share your child’s 

learning with them and watch our colourful carnival display. We will be inviting 

children to come in carnival costumes or brightly coloured clothes on the day. We will 

be making headdresses in school for the children to wear. More details to follow.  

Our first topic this spring term from our new curriculum is entitled ‘Rio de Vida’ where 

we will be exploring carnivals in Brazil and asking questions such as: Where is Brazil 

and what is it like there?  Why do people carnival?  How is their culture different to 
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ours? What music and instruments are important in Brazil? We will also let our own 

imaginations run wild as we create our own samba instruments and dance, ready for 

our performance.  

We hope that you found the PREVIEW tasks last term a useful insight into what is 

happening in the classroom, along with the opportunity to work alongside your child 

in order to support their readiness for learning at school. This really is an invaluable 

way of ensuring that they ‘springboard’ into the school week feeling confident and 

successful. You can also help your child in their learning by having consistently high 

expectations of them. Try identifying specific small steps and big achievements that 

they make, then praise, and celebrate them. Please also, try to encourage a greater 

sense of independence where possible – not just in academic tasks such as preview 

and daily reading, but in other areas too! (e.g. dressing, preparing simple meals, 

carrying out chores etc.) Your child has received their new PREVIEW task and we are 

very excited to see how you will present your research. If there are any queries, please 

come and speak to one of the team.  

We will have PE on Wednesday this term, but please ensure that your child always has 

a named PE kit in school as we will be doing extra dance lessons in preparation. There 

is also a range of after school clubs on offer this year, so please do think carefully 

about taking up these great opportunities for your child to learn skills beyond their 

school curriculum.  

 

I am available if you need to speak to me, but if you don’t manage to catch me at 

school, my email address is: 

cridge@highweekprimary.co.uk  

 

Thank you for your co-operation and support. 

Charlie Ridge  
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