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        Friday 13th September 2019
 

Dear Parent or Carer,  

Welcome back everybody! We are looking forward to an exciting year, filled with challenges and new learning. 

Our Meet the Teacher is on 17th September from 3.00-3.25pm, so that you can ask questions, and clarify 

anything you are unsure of. This meeting will take place in your child’s classroom.  

Our daily Literacy session will provide a range of reading, writing and speaking and listening opportunities. 

Handwriting, spelling and correct use of grammar and punctuation are important parts of our daily teaching 

program. We will continue ‘Beat your Best’, our weekly spelling review. Accelerated Reading (AR) will continue this 

year and children will be given their new point band in the next week. Over the last few years, we have seen great 

benefits from using AR, children are making great progress in their comprehension of texts. We will continue to 

actively encourage independence, by asking the children to take responsibility for bringing their AR books home to 

read with you. We have noticed that the children’s comprehension and enjoyment of a text, greatly improves, when 

this happens.  You can help by encouraging this and asking them relevant questions about what they have read, 

and checking AR quiz scores together. Don’t forget ‘Come Read with Me’ takes place every Tuesday at 9am. 

In Mathematics, there is still a strong emphasis on problem solving, reasoning and using fractions. Some of the 

calculation methods we use might be unfamiliar to you, so please ask if you’re unsure about helping your child in 

this area. You can help by encouraging your child to learn their times tables. By the end of Year 4 it is expected 

that your child should know all their times tables up to x12. This year is the first year of the government initiative 

times table test that year 4’s trialled last year. We will provide you with more information nearer the time, and we 

are intending to create a ‘Beat your Best’ style weekly times table review, which we will introduce with its own 

letter and instructions later this half term. 

In the afternoons, we will be delivering an integrated curriculum around the topic of ‘New Beginnings and 

Celebrations’. This will include learning across the full spectrum of the curriculum. We are currently organising a 

Harvest Festival Performance and will be writing to you with more details about this shortly. The children will be 

bringing song lyrics home to learn too. Your child will need a full PE kit including a purple t-shirt, black shorts or 

jogging bottoms and supportive footwear (plimsolls or trainers), in school all week. We will be swimming in the 

Summer Term.  

Following on from the school’s continued success, we are still putting huge emphasis on Growth Mindset, MindUp 

(supporting mental health and well-being) and Philosophy for Children. We have found these to be invaluable 

in the development of the children’s love of learning and achievement.  

Finally, we will provide regular Preview Tasks, which proved very successful and enjoyable. This is an excellent 

opportunity for your child’s learning, the concept being that they are given a subject to investigate before it is 

discussed in the classroom, so they can arrive feeling empowered with their own knowledge to share, and it will 

give them an extra advantage and help them get ahead in their learning, motivating others to do the same.  

Thank you for your co-operation, and we look forward to working with you this year,  

 

Mrs Warburton and Mrs Mac 
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